Experimental toxemia in the pregnant primate.
In order to develop a model for the study of eclamptogenic toxemia, a series of experiments were carried out on 31 female baboons. In Group 1, consisting of 10 animals, metal clips were placed around the uterine arteries in order to partially occlude them, and the ovarian vessels were transected. The animals were subsequently mated. Nine developed hypertension and proteinuria, and one aborted. The renal lesions in these animals were indistinguishable from those described in human toxemia. Group 2 consisted of three of the 10 baboons from Group 1, which became pregnant a second time. They again developed hypertension and proteinuria. In Group 3, three baboons at 100 days of gestation were treated as in Group 1 with similar results. Groups 4 and 5 served as pregnant (3) and nonpregnant (15) controls. It is concluded that a toxemia model has been developed in a subhuman primate. This model will prove useful in the further study of eclamptogenic toxemia.